
COUNTY COUNCIL 

Meeting date: 19 April 2018

From: Cabinet Member for Highways and Transport 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO TFN SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEE

PART A – ADVICE OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 The purpose of this report is to appoint a voting member and a 
substitute voting member to the TfN Scrutiny Committee.

1.2 Cumbria County Council, as a Constituent Authority of TfN, is entitled 
to appoint one member and a substitute member to the TfN Scrutiny 
Committee. The appointees must be Members of the Council.

1.3 Appointments to the TfN Scrutiny Committee are for one year. The role 
of the TfN Scrutiny Committee is to review the decisions of TfN; and 
make reports or recommendations to TfN on transport matters, on TfN 
functions and in advance of TfN decisions. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 The Council’s membership of Transport for the North provides the 
Council with an opportunity to maximise its influence on transport 
priorities and investment in the north of England. The Council’s aim is 
to secure the necessary investment and prioritisation of transport 
projects that will contribute to the achievement of all 3 of the outcomes 
for the people of Cumbria set out in the Council Plan 2018 – 2022.

2.2 There are no direct equality implications arising from the Council’s 
appointment of members to the TfN Scrutiny Committee.

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 To appoint Mr Ian Stewart as a voting member of the Transport for the 
North Scrutiny Committee



3.2 To appoint Mr David Southward as a voting member of the Transport 
for the North Scrutiny Committee in the absence of Mr Ian Stewart

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 Transport for the North became the first Sub National Transport Body in the 
UK with effect from 1 April 2018. The Regulations establishing TfN as a 
statutory body were passed on 22 January 2018. The Regulations include 
provisions for TfN to establish a Scrutiny Committee. Subsequently the TfN 
Board adopted the TfN Constitution at its first meeting on 5 April 2018.

4.2 The role of Scrutiny arrangements set out in the adopted TfN Constitution is 
to:

 review the decisions of TfN;

 make reports or recommendations to TfN with respect to the 
discharge of its functions;

 make reports and recommendations to TfN on matters relating to 
transport to, from or within TfN’s area; and,

 make recommendations to TfN in advance of any decisions that TfN 
proposes to take.

4.3 Cumbria County Council, as a Constituent Authority of TfN, is entitled to 
appoint one member and a substitute member to the TfN Scrutiny 
Committee. The appointees must be a Member of the Council. Members 
must not be members or substitute of the TfN Members’ Board.

4.4 Appointments to the TfN Scrutiny Committee are for one year unless they 
cease to be a Member of the Council, they wish to no longer participate in 
the TfN Scrutiny Committee; or the Council wishes to change one or more of 
its appointees and advises the TfN Monitoring Officer.

4.5 Decision-making at TfN Scrutiny Committee meetings will be made by 
agreement wherever possible, without the need for a vote. If a vote is 
necessary it will be decided by a simple majority of voting members present. 
Weighted voting will not apply to TfN’s Scrutiny Committee.

4.6 The TfN Scrutiny Committee has the power to establish Scrutiny Panels to 
undertake scrutiny reviews. Membership of Scrutiny Panels will be drawn 
from appointed members to the TfN Scrutiny Committee.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 Option 1 - Members may appoint Mr Ian Stewart as a voting member of the 
TfN Scrutiny Committee, and Mr David Southward as a substitute voting 
member of the TfN Scrutiny Committee. 

5.2 Option 2 - Members may choose to appoint a different voting member and/or 
substitute voting member to the TfN Scrutiny Committee.



5.3 Option 3 - Members may choose not to appoint members to the TfN Scrutiny 
Committee. This option would mean that the Council would not have a voting 
member participating in the formal scrutiny of TfN decisions.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 There should be no direct resource and value for money implications of the 
recommendations contained within this report (P Cameron 5.4.18).

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

7.1 The appointment of Members as representatives of the Council on TfN’s 
Scrutiny Committee is a proper decision for full Council as it is not an 
executive function (paragraph 2.1(h) Part 2a Constitution) (EL 05.04.18).   

8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 The appointment of members to the TfN Scrutiny Committee is a milestone 
in the establishment of TfN as a statutory body.

Dominic Donnini 
Corporate Director – Economy & Highways

4 April 2018

APPENDICES

No appendices

Electoral Division(s): All

Executive Decision No*

Key Decision No*

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A*

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No*

N/A*If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

No*Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.



No*Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

No*Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

Cabinet 27 July 2017 – agreed to the making of Regulations to establish 
Transport for the North as a Sub National Transport Body

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny
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